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in the North and East, while the Hindus are to be found
in a greater proportion in the center and the South.
By reason of the climate in which he lives, the Moslem
is taller, stronger and more virile. The Hindu, dwell-
ing in the wanner climate, is small-boned and often
seems emaciated in appearance. The physical difference
resulting from geographical influences is accentuated
by differences of diet. The vast majority of Hindus in
the peninsular South cannot afford to eat meat. The
Moslems in the richer North do eat it.
There are, furthermore, fundamental differences of
religion and temperament between the two. Islam, the
Moslem religion, is democratic in its form of worship.
There is nothing like a private god in a Moslem home.
Moslem worship is congregational. It makes no distinc-
tion. Every Moslem, be he prince or beggar/ kneels
where he stands as the muezzin calls for prayer. The
Nizam of Hyderabad, the most powerful Moslem ruler
in India, takes his place among the meanest of his sub-
jects, and were he to appear late at a prayer meeting, he
would never push his way among the kneeling brothers-
in-faith. Before Allah all are equal. This gives the
Moslem a feeling of brotherhood and a sense of cohe-
sion. The Moslems also eat off a common plate on days
of festival.
The Hindu form of worship is the exact opposite of
the Moslem. Each Hindu has a private niche in his
home and members of the same family worship there
separately. Likewise, the Hindu pantheon is full of un-
numbered gods and each Hindu worships God in a
different form. This, even more than caste, cuts at the
very root of social unity.
The temperamental differences between the Hindus
and the Moslems can be attributed to the difference in